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When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  2 Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3 

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  4 All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  6 

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language.  7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are 
speaking Galileans?  8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?  9 

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome  11 (both 
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 
our own tongues!”  12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up 
with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  15 These men are not drunk, as 
you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!  16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ”‘In 
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show 
wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 

The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
glorious day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 
Is there really anything that truly amazes us anymore? With the internet and the advent of 

the smart phones information can be acquired and shared faster than ever before. Is there 
something you don’t understand? Just Google it and you can get an explanation for anything and 
everything. Sure, we may still say we are amazed when we see an incredible feat of strength or 
sports skill. We may say it was “amazing” how a magician made something appear or disappear. 
But how amazed are we, really? We know that with enough training many people could display 
great strength or athletic skill. We know that what the magician does is simply a “trick”, a slight 
of hand meant to fool our eyes. The more we know about the world the less we are amazed by 
things. 

Yet amazing things are still happening in our world every day. I’m not talking about the 
discoveries scientists make, or the latest technology. I am talking the amazing things God does in 
our world. This portion of Scripture before us reminds us that … 

Theme:  The Holy Spirit still does amazing things. 
        I.  He moves hearts to call on the name of Lord. 
       II.  He moves hearts to proclaim the name of Lord. 

The Spirit was certainly doing amazing things that first Pentecost. The Spirit was working a 
miracle so people could understand God’s word. We are told by Luke, “A crowd came together 
in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly 
amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it 
that each of us hears them in his own native language?” (vs. 6-8). It was not just how 
disciples were talking that amazed people, but it was what they said. The people in crowd 
exclaimed, “We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” (v. 11). 
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The languages of the world have been a confused mess since the tower of Babel. Yet, on the 
day of Pentecost that all changed. Even though the twelve disciples were from a small area in 
northern Israel they were able to speak fifteen different languages. The Holy Spirit had given 
them this ability so that they could declare God’s wonders to all those who had come to 
Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. 

But God did not perform this miracle just so the disciples could be the center of attention. 
God was fulfilling his promises. Peter told the people this when he said, “This is what was 
spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people’” (vs. 16, 17).  This Spirit was not just for the twelve. The Spirit was to be poured out on 
all people. Why? Peter told the crowd that it was so that “everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved” (v. 21).  

The Spirit’s miracle prepared the people for hearing God’s word as the disciples would 
proclaim it. The people heard “the wonders of God” and how God rescued them from sin and 
hell through his Son, Jesus. When that happened another miracle took place: The miracle of faith. 
As the Spirit created faith in the hearts of those listening they were moved to “call on the name 
of the Lord” (v. 21), and that day three thousand people were saved. Now that is amazing! 

Things are really no different today. The Holy Spirit is still working miracles among us so we 
can understand “the wonders of God.” Are we amazed when the Holy Spirit works his miracles 
among us? Are we amazed when a baby is brought to the font to be baptized? Are we amazed 
that, even though that baby cannot understand what is being said, the Holy Spirit is still working 
saving faith in that child’s heart? Are we amazed when God’s word is read from the lectern? Are 
we amazed as the Spirit works through that word to not only create faith, but to strengthen our 
faith? Does that amaze us? Or what about at the table of the Lord’s Supper? Are we amazed when 
we take the Lord’s body and blood in our hand and in our mouth? Are we amazed when Jesus 
comes to us personally to assure us that our sins are forgiven? When the wonders of God are 
declared to us are we amazed at God’s mercy and grace, or have these things simply become 
common place, perhaps even a little boring? 

We are Christians after all.  Most of us have been hearing God’s word since before we can 
remember. For some of us the Holy Spirit has been working miracles in our lives since we were 
just a few days old. So there is nothing new here, nothing really amazing, right? If that is how we 
feel and what we think, then how truly lost we have become. To not be amazed at “the wonders 
of God” is to deny our own wretchedness; to deny our sinful nature and how totally evil it really 
is. To not be amazed at the miracles the Holy Spirit works in and among us is to deny that we 
have a problem with sin. To not be amazed at God’s grace is to make our eternal God very small. 
It is as if we were saying to God, “Your mercy and work of salvation don’t amaze me because I’m 
already a ‘good’ person. The Holy Spirit can go work his miracles on those people who really 
need it.” The problem is we are the ones who “really need it.” In our self-centered pride and 
arrogance we down play the need for the Holy Spirit’s miracles, and when we do we miss God’s 
amazing grace for us. 

Thankfully, God continues to pour out his Spirit on us through his word. As Peter told us, the 
Spirit works miracles on us! It is just as God said through his prophet Joel, “In the last days, God 
says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 
young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams” (v. 17). These words describe 
us! As God pours his Spirit out on us the Spirit opens our minds to understand what it is God is 
telling us in his word. Through the work of the Spirit we understand our desperate need for a 
Savior from our sins. The Spirit opens our eyes to the fact that Jesus is that Savior. Jesus has 
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saved us from ourselves; from our sinful apathy which robs us of our amazement over God’s 
grace. The Spirit helps us accept by faith what God says even when our human reason doesn’t 
want to believe it. Yes, the Holy Spirit still does amazing things. He continues to move our hearts 
to call on the name of our Savior, Jesus for the forgiveness that we need.  

Hearts that know Jesus have something that the world cannot offer: peace. Not just any 
peace, but a true peace with God. It is the peace of knowing that God loved us so much he was 
willing to give up the one thing that was most precious to him so that we would not have to face 
the eternal punishment we deserve. As the Spirit fills us with the faith to trust God’s promise of 
forgiveness, he also fills our hearts with peace and joy. In the peace of that forgiveness the Spirit 
moves hearts to proclaim the name of our Lord. 

The Spirit certainly moved the disciples to tell others about the “wonders of God.” 
Remember, these are the same men who, just a few weeks earlier were hiding behind locked 
doors. They had the doors locked because not only did they not want anyone in, but they had no 
intention of going out. But on Pentecost they were out: Out in the streets of Jerusalem speaking 
to a very large crowd. 

Did you notice that these men didn’t run out to the ends of the earth to speak to people about 
Jesus. They just spoke to the people who were there. They worked with the people whom God 
had put right in front of them, people who had come to Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. They 
spoke to people with whom they had something in common. Luke tells us these people were 
“God-fearing Jews.” They talked to people with whom they shared a common heritage and 
background. While they didn’t know each person personally they still had something in common 
with them. 

And when they spoke, they simply spoke about what they already knew. They started with 
God’s word. They pointed people to the Old Testament prophets. Peter quoted a portion of 
scripture that he already knew, and that the people would be familiar with. The disciples would 
then go on to speak about Jesus and what he did to save people from their sin. 

That same Spirit moves us to tell others about the “wonders of God.” We don’t have to travel 
off to the far corners of the earth to tell people about our Savior. God wants us to speak to those 
who are a part of our lives every day. God wants us to speak to those he puts right in front of us, 
people we have something in common with: coworkers, classmates, neighbors, friends, family.  
We can use that common connection to connect them to Christ. 

We don’t have to have some special prepared presentation to set before people. Simply tell 
people what you already know. Did you ever memorize any Bible passages in school, or 
catechism, or in a Bible class? Start with that word of God. Point people to what God says about 
sin, and let them see the need they have for a Savior. Once you have done that then go on to 
speak about Jesus and what he did for you, and for the whole world. You don’t need fancy words. 
Simply speak God’s word and leave the rest to the Holy Spirit. He will work the miracle. Because 
the Holy Spirit is still doing amazing things, you know. He’s moving our hearts to proclaim our 
Lord. 

Even when the things of this world no longer amaze us our God certainly does. His amazing 
mercy is new every morning. And the Holy Spirit still does amazing things. Day after day he 
displays his amazing love for us by keeping us in the faith. Every day he moves our hearts to call 
on our Lord Jesus for forgiveness. Every day the Spirit moves our hearts to tell others of the 
peace and joy our Lord brings us. Because of the amazing Holy Spirit we have eternal life through 
faith in the Son of God.  Amen. 

 


